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:f;* EE question of who killed
s 2resident Kennedy is not
i, conceras this column. If evie
'
| ¢ Onsiiate tha: Brutug Was per~
4 . feciiy innocent of any part in
YRGHT ' the assassination of Juliug-
© | b Caesar it would not affect

[

:8peare’s play. B
v This was the initia] thought

- 0
O L Ise—that

7 Trial of Lee Harvey Oswald,”
“which opened at the ANTA

¢ Theater Sunday night. Was it -

% |8 good
- produced or
T felt, was
F to  he

play, whatever facts it

surcly the question
answered. (I must
- Warn' you that one of the

Waste of Sensationalism

S TRIAL GF LEZ HARVEY OSWALD,

{7*one” that properly speaking

;| Gencs were produced to dom. -
;0

CANyono's estimation of Shake- -

=—Or at lcast the initia] prem- .,
I brought to “The .

disputed? That, | Hy

i tulates that Ruby failed to
1 kill Oswald and we are
& watching Oswald’s . subse-
% quent trial.

2 ‘This is either a fairly adroit
-piece of stagecraft on the
§ part of the playwrights, Am-
ram Ducovny and Leon Fried-
man, in the second place, or
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"the idea of the
- first

" of, fictional documentary,.
‘The audience is invited to
- be jury (a device in itself not

trial. The evidence for the

-authors, “All testimony given

xS

' Witnesses is based on actual
*evidence uncovered in the in-

r tion”

-+ vestigation of the. assassinas .

Trialof Leg Haryey Oswald Arei v

fiv.:Tack Ruby, for the ‘play pos-

on the part of Harold Stein-.
berg and Mr. Ducovny, who |
are attributed with the re- g
‘sponsibility for dreaming -up ¢
play in the !
place. S0 what the 'play-
i finally consists of is a kind i

exactly original) at Oswald's -

. prosecution and the defense |
- is presented. According to the

- by prosecution and defense |
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| /Now this statement begsx-
~I. 8 awful lot of questions, |
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danferous procedure, -

madp to say that he was the . 108 I had been
victin of 3 conspiracy, and
| this lassertion is
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Finally there is the “evi- ©  for Fictional Case
denge” purported to be given ' ___ ‘
by Pswald himselr when he “jectio tained” ¢ ’ Obi
Is DYt up on the stand in his'+ jection sustained” or * yec-
o et rand i h;: .tion overruled” without wish- | .

to law school)
but the arguments ‘are well«

perhaps in- - thumbed to say the least,

TTient be ﬂ;_-,-Audiénce,Becomes-Jury‘_ 1

Problems of seeing any trial - o oJd as the emotive climax _How “many . bullets? How |
{ play for & critic is that when ot the play. If Oswald had - ,mglny S;‘ Vot dlow many as. | .
| ne “comes bask he instine. lived| and’if he had made 54l antﬁ. IUnless_they have led
|- tively starts writing as it ho | pachlan assertion, ‘then per. Very udiomacd Jives, most of
| were preparing a harangue haps|this would have been (t)fe t?u xc?ce Will find most
i for a jury) invesigated. But he didn't familie., P1AY extraordinarily
I ° live, gnd he didn’t make such ., fantiliar. . .
ft o Yet then 1 asked™ myself - an aspertion so it couldn’t be tThed play is _rewardmgl'y -
». 0. ] Why the play had been pro- invesfigated, \ g:ig;: » With Robin .Wa‘o’“e”
= -1 11duced. There could be three . Whkn I started 1 admit r: dly 1 dlc'ril_gran}maltgc court-
Lo {.. answers, Qne_ is that the ‘ ted that who killed the Presie ,'jecot?:ug eﬁi(;gf .;,Eif f“;?' c’iims'
i |People producing it thought fent fvas not here my con= e evidence that prove b fgr
e e ORGSR Ml
? g : S at dither e ] : : ’
;, Jpox-office bonanza; “another - Peter Masterson Is not knowxs Sr,v!t"the t;:;%yh : ma%(l:n cpg‘(r%m%fn,sth&mec‘;‘.’“’“g' '
'Bs. that they seriously - be- i ——=  {east, the whole truth is noy - well-paced and mye;&n 5
o pleved that the question of . , - ' cen th be known. It scems ert pa oty i I
-1t Pswald’s guilt or Janocence | “Actual evidence uncovered” gibic b use such doubts g fhr aln’ variety into a play
!, pad  becn insufficiently . es- | —sounds pretty much like for an Agatha Chrig-" méﬁot’;‘,ﬁ‘gﬁs % ﬁgcﬁm}; be
; gxbhshegl.hmpally, their mot;  the truth, yet this is cere ourtroom drama, The ‘whereby merely one rvxvxfmxzrses:_
b s of Those® & mixture o ‘tainly not so, because much 15 A Iine arena for ' opyen another takes the stand,
: | Is this play, in a phrase, | of the evidence is conflicting, ebate, but not for he acting is also efficient,
4 piay, , parase, “ OTensic argument, i, Peter Masterson lookj
© Jpeant to be sensationalism | Also We must ask, “uncov. . a hink it ig wrong to rorintely b §1dn o0 ung |-
" 4 propaganda? Certainly | ered by whom?” . u discussion "surround- gp,?\:,u&g‘ ea); %"‘s”wﬁéed ;‘,’}g
 there is a flavor of‘sensatxon-' I doubt also whether aue t is one of the great  cjiron James (for “ia 'prose-'
~~, - 9i5m in the dramatic method, thors, however sincere or tagedids of the 20th century, cution) and Ralph Waite (for
{ 3 Yhaich cmbeds On¢ enormous | sifted, can in the course of a  aj an ekcuse for such g N€C . the defense) a‘rnuinz their
N in - a  seeming tissue two-Hour courtroom drama . egsarilyf flimsy play, cases in a his:riéjzic;;lly tra-"
- Of truth. The lic has nothing " fairly balance complex and . |Havide said that let mae ditional bus wodestly effecs
— i¢ o with President Kennedy | conflicting evidence upon. . sfazesifthat it is also not & tjye style. ‘ ‘
T of his assassin; the lie con- which an audience can justi- © v Y gqod play.  All court. I i were w oetter play 1
Cyns Leo Harvey Oswald and fiably be invited to offer an . ropm dikmas have a certain - admit ‘T would consider it
iR opim’org. '?hlis is a p_aroq%l ?ft: medest fasc‘ingfionv (I, can ;5 perversion of democratic .
& court of law passing itself - neler hear o0se classic. C f o0-2 -
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